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brought together, one candidate had an absolute ma-
jority he would become President, Otherwise, the
House would choose the President nut of the five
highest names on the list. In 1800 the electmn resulted
in a tic and the House then chose Jefferson to be Presi-
dent. This election led to a constitutional amend-
ment, the Twelfth, under which the electors voted
separately for the President and the Vice-President
and the number of candidates submitted to the House
was reduced to three, It was under this arrangement
that in 1824 t^e House made Adams President in suc-
cession to Monroe. His votes were well behind those
of the candidate at the head of the list but the House
chose him as the result of a deal by his supporters
w?ith the supporters of a candidate for the Vice-Presi-
dency.

This episode led to the assertion that the voice of
the people was being ignored and to the development
of parties that would choose at their conventions
candidates whose names wouid be binding upon all
the electors whose return they secured. The arrange-
ment still holds good and the candidate who secures
a majority of the members of the electoral college,
all of them already pledge-bound, is in fact elected,
the rest of the proceedings being purely formal. Even
before 1824 tfce procedure contemplated by the au-
thors of the Constitution had not operated. Members
of Congress had met in Presidential caucuses and had
chosen their respective candidates, their choice being
respected by the electors in the States, who voted as
they were told by Congress, and when the behaviour